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not be ignored in a country that values justice
under the law.

| greatly respect and appreciate our law en-
forcement community. Local police, fire-
fighters, and first responders put their lives on
the line every single day to protect people in
Oregon and across the country. Those crimi-
nals who target and murder police officers
have no place in our society. Nothing in cur-
rent law prevents those individuals from being
prosecuted to the highest extent of the law,
and to receive a sentence of death. Under
current law, there are 16 aggravating factors
that can be considered during criminal sen-
tencing, and the federal government can al-
lege the targeting or killing of a law enforce-
ment officer—federal, state, or local—as an
aggravating factor when considering the death
penalty. This bill creates a 17th aggravating
factor that is duplicative of existing law.

| will continue to do all | can to support our
law enforcement officers, particularly the admi-
rable men and women who serve our commu-
nities in northwest Oregon. This bill, however,
is an unnecessary expansion of the death
penalty, and | therefore cannot support it.

——

CLIFFS NATURAL RESOURCES—170
YEARS OF MINING

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a significant milestone achieved by a
great American company and one of the larg-
est employers in my district, Cliffs Natural Re-
sources Inc. In 2017, Cliffs is celebrating its
170th year as an independent mining com-
pany specializing in the extraction and proc-
essing of iron ore—or taconite as it is known
on Minnesota’s Mesabi Iron Range.

Cliffs Natural Resources was founded in
1847 in Cleveland, Ohio and first began oper-
ating on the Mesabi Iron Range in 1905 at the
former Crosby Mine located near Nashwauk,
Minnesota. Today, Cliffs is the oldest metals
and mining company traded on the New York
Stock Exchange and the largest independent
producer of iron ore pellets in the United
States. As a company that was founded prior
to the industrial revolution, Cliffs has weath-
ered the ups and downs of the American
economy and the cyclical nature of the steel
business for 170 years. This achievement is
nothing short of remarkable.

Throughout its long history, Cliffs has been
an integral supplier of raw materials to the do-
mestic steel industry, providing the iron ore
used in the production of steel that supports
our American way of life and provides for the
defense of this great country. Cliffs stands at
the very foundation of our steel industry and
America’s manufacturing economy.

Just as notable is Cliffs’ commitment to
Northeastern Minnesota. Overall Cliffs em-
ploys approximately 2,900 people in the
United States, with over 1,700 family-sus-
taining jobs across its three Minnesota iron
ore operations—United Taconite, Northshore
Mining Company and Hibbing Taconite. In
2016, Cliffs’ economic impact in the state of
Minnesota was nearly $900 million. Further-
more, Cliffs has shown itself to be a tremen-
dous supporter of its home communities, with
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the company and its employees contributing
over $575,000 to charitable organizations in
Minnesota last year alone.

The domestic iron ore and steel industries
have confronted grave challenges in recent
years as historic levels of illegally-dumped
steel flooded U.S. shores. These trade law
violations led to the idling of iron ore mines,
steel mills and the lay-off of thousands of
workers, including 2,000 Minnesota iron ore
miners. In 2015, at the height of the steel im-
port crisis, | found a friend and partner in
Cliffs’ Chairman, President and CEO, Mr.
Lourenco Goncalves. This was not the first
trade-induced steel disaster that Cliffs had en-
dured and Mr. Goncalves understood that it
would take the support and engagement of the
White House to fully address and remedy the
threat posed by record levels of illegal steel
imports. Lourenco pledged to me that, if the
federal government would commit to pros-
ecuting the trade cases to the full extent of our
U.S. trade laws, he would bring back workers
at Cliffs’ idled Minnesota mines. In conjunction
with Minnesota’s other elected officials, we
were able to capture the attention of President
Obama’s Administration, resulting in tariffs and
duties assessed in excess of 500 percent on
steel products from certain countries, namely
China. Mr. Goncalves followed through on his
commitment to put nearly 1,000 Minnesota
miners back to work and it was my pleasure
to join Cliffs in August of 2016 as the com-
pany broke ground on a $75 million capital in-
vestment in new pellet-making capabilities at
United Taconite in Forbes, Minnesota.

I commend Cliffs Natural Resources, Mr.
Goncalves and all of Cliffs’ employees for
stewarding Cliffs through the latest challenging
chapter in your company’s long and storied
history. This 170-year anniversary stands as a
testament to the hard work and dedication of
past and present Cliffs’ employees, from haul
truck drivers and millwrights to the company’s
most senior executives. | am pleased to rec-
ognize the monumental contributions of this
great company, both to the communities of
Minnesota’s Iron Range as well as to the pros-
perity and defense of the United States. In
closing, | extend my best wishes for the con-
tinued success of Cliffs Natural Resources.

————

IN HONOR OF COLONEL JONATHAN
HOWERTON

HON. ROB BISHOP

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to Colonel Jonathan “Jon” How-
erton, United States Army, for his extraor-
dinary dedication to duty and selfless service
to the United States of America. Colonel How-
erton will be moving on from his present as-
signment as the Chief of the Army’s Liaison
Division to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives where he served from April 1st,
2016 to June 1st, 2017 to become the Deputy
Commander for Maneuver of the 2nd Infantry
Division (Republic of Korea-United States
Combined Division), Camp Casey, Republic of
Korea.

The son of a career Army officer, Colonel
Howerton grew up on posts, camps, and sta-
tions across the continental United States and
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in Europe. He was commissioned through the
Reserve Officer Training Corps into the Field
Artillery upon graduation from Texas Christian
University in 1990. After his first assignment
as a lieutenant, he commanded Field Artillery
units at the Battery, Battalion and Brigade lev-
els and has served in a variety of tactical,
operational, and strategic level leadership and
staff positions. He has extensive experience
overseas including a previous assignment to
Korea and one to Germany along with oper-
ational deployments to Bosnia-Herzegovina
supporting Operation Joint Guard, and three to
Iraq supporting both Operations Iraqi Freedom
and New Dawn. He has also been stationed at
numerous military installations in the United
States to include Fort Sill, Oklahoma; Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas; Fort Polk, Louisiana;
Fort Hood, Texas; Fort Carson, Colorado;
Schofield Barracks, Fort Shafter and Hickam
Air Force Base, Hawaii; and Washington, D.C.

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize
Colonel Howerton’s long and decorated ca-
reer. On behalf of a grateful Nation, | ask my
colleagues to join me today in recognizing and
commending Colonel Howerton for a lifetime
of service to his country, and for all he and his
family have given and continue to give to our
country. We are in their debt. We wish him,
his wife Tricia, his daughter Baylor, and his
son Cooper all the best as they continue their
Army journey to the Republic of Korea.

————
CONGRATULATING THE CENTRAL
CAROLINA HOMESCHOOLERS

MOCK TRIAL TEAM
HON. MARK WALKER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Central Carolina Homeschoolers
(CCH) high school mock trial team. On May
13, 2017, the CCH mock trial team won the
2017 National High School Mock Trial Cham-
pionship in Hartford, Connecticut. I, along with
the rest of the Sixth District, express my sin-
cere congratulations to this team.

Based in Randolph County, the CCH team
is the first North Carolina school to win the
National Championship in this annual competi-
tion. | am pleased to recognize Caitlin Kelly,
Joshua Way, Jonah Moss, Heather Pen-
nington, Allyn Sims, Madysen Bailey, Emily
Polson and David Bainbridge Jr. for their dili-
gence in accomplishing this exceptional feat. |
would also like to acknowledge the team’s
coaches, Maria Bailey and Darren Allen, for
their dedication to these students.

Once again, | congratulate the CCH mock
trial team for this momentous accomplishment
and wish these students much success in the
future.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 23, 2017
Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call Nos.

269 (motion to suspend the rules and pass, as
amended H.R. 1862), 270 (motion to suspend
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the rules and pass, as amended H.R. 1842),
and 273 (motion to suspend the rules and
pass, as amended H.R. 2288) | did not cast
my vote. Had | been present, | would have
voted Yea on all of these votes.

JOSEPH CARDENAS EARNS BOY
SCOUT EAGLE RANK AWARD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Joseph Cardenas of Pearland,
TX, for earning his Boy Scout Eagle Rank
Award.

Eagle Rank is the highest rank among Boy
Scouts, requiring them to develop leadership,
service and outdoor skills. To earn this distin-
guished award, Joseph had to achieve the Life
Scout rank, earn 21 merit badges, and com-
plete a service project. Joseph’s service
project was developing a brick memorial for
veterans of all branches of the military. Indi-
vidual and personalized bricks were laid at the
VFW Pearland Memorial Post 7109 in
Pearland.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Joseph Cardenas for earning his Boy Scout
Eagle Rank Award. We are confident he will
have continued success in his future endeav-
ors. We are very proud.

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF SAN JOAQUIN VAL-
LEY COLLEGE

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate San Joaquin Valley College
(SJVC) on the occasion of their 40th anniver-
sary. SJVC has educated over 25,000 stu-
dents and started them on the path of suc-
cessful careers. It is both fitting and appro-
priate that we honor SJVC'’s dedication and
service to the community.

Founded on April 14, 1977, SJVC began
with three students studying to become med-
ical assistants. Shirley Perry, founder of SJVC,
began as a medical assistant herself, in pur-
suit of certification. Through diligent studying
on her own she became the first person to
pass the certification test without schooling.
Her impressive success was admired by many
other medical assistants, seeking help from
Shirley on their exams. This tutoring led to a
teaching position at a community college. After
three years, Shirley became unsatisfied with
the schooling options and was inspired to es-
tablish the San Joaquin Valley College.

Robert Perry, Shirley’s husband, left his job
to handle the business aspects of the college.
In 1995, the institution was accredited by the
Western Association of Schools and Colleges/
Accrediting Commission for Community and
Junior Colleges. This accreditation allowed for
SJVC to offer Associate of Science Degrees.
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The college now has 15 campuses located all
over California, from Sacramento to San
Diego.

San Joaquin Valley College offers 22 pro-
grams and will soon open its newest campus
in downtown Porterville, CA. The institution
has been passed down to Mike and Mark
Perry, the sons of Shirley and Robert, and
continues to provide education to students
across California.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in commemorating San Joaquin Valley Col-
lege’s 40th Anniversary, along with the Perry
family, for all of their hard work and accom-
plishments within the past forty years.

———

TRIBUTE TO FRANK PECHACEK,
JR.

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Frank Pechacek, Jr. of
Council Bluffs, lowa. Frank recently retired
from the Board of Directors of the
Pottawattamie County Community Foundation
after nine years of service.

Frank has been instrumental in his role with
the Southwest lowa Education Foundation, an
affiliate of the Pottawattamie County Commu-
nity Foundation. Under his leadership, the
Pottawattamie County Community Foundation
has seen substantial growth within the com-
munity. When Frank is not volunteering his
time with the Foundation, he is a successful
attorney at the Willson & Pechacek Law Firm.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud and congratulate
Frank on his many years of dedicated and de-
voted service to the Pottawattamie County
Community Foundation and Pottawattamie
County. | am proud to represent him in the
United States Congress and | ask that my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Frank on his many ac-
complishments and in wishing him nothing but
continued success.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, | missed votes
on Monday, May 22, 2017. Had | been
present, | would have voted: YEA on Roll Call
No. 269, H.R. 1862; and YEA on Roll Call No.
270, H.R. 1842.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
regarding missed votes due to family matters.
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Had | been present for roll call vote number
269, H.R. 1862, The Global Child Protection
Act of 2017, | would have voted Yea. Had |
been present for roll call vote number 270,
H.R. 1842, The Strengthening Children’s Safe-
ty Act of 2017, | would have voted Yea.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, on Monday,
May 22, 2017, | missed votes due to unavoid-
able flight delays. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA on roll call votes No. 269 and
270.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. CHRIS COLLINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
was absent from votes May 22, 2017. Had |
been present, | would have voted: YEA on
Roll Call No. 269, and YEA on Roll Call No.
270.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF SAFE
BOATING WEEK

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today | stand to
recognize Safe Boating Week beginning on
May 20th and ending on May 27. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in drawing attention to this
important issue and making water-based rec-
reational activities safer and more enjoyable
for all.

| would like to thank the United States
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 3-5 for hosting
a Safe Boating and Water Safety Day in Sac-
ramento on May 20. They will be holding dem-
onstrations and presenting safety displays
along the river water fronts for all families and
residents in attendance. | believe that efforts
such as these are crucial to reducing the num-
ber of boating-related deaths and injuries that
occur each year.

Most boating accidents are preventable and
occur because of human error, not because of
environmental factors. In 2016, 266 boating
accidents resulted in 150 injuries and 36 fatali-
ties in Northern California alone. Many of
these fatalities can be attributed to the victim
not wearing a life jacket. We must make it ex-
plicitly known to the general public that today’s
life jackets are more affordable, more com-
fortable, and truly key to avoiding accidental
drownings. Together, we must encourage all
boaters to practice safe boating, attend safe
boating classes, and live by the slogan “Wear
It California!”

Mr. Speaker, | ask all my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Safe Boating Week activi-
ties in West Sacramento.
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